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Filed for intro on  04/05/2004

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1051
By  McDonald

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Mary Frances Lyle on
receiving the 2004 ATHENA Award.

WHEREAS, this General Assembly welcomes the opportunity to support gender equity

in all facets of society and commends individuals and organizations that work to create

leadership opportunities for women, thus permitting society to benefit from the particular

characteristics and qualities that women bring to leadership roles in business, government, the

arts and sciences, or any other realm of human endeavor; and

WHEREAS, the ATHENA Foundation is one such dynamic organization, which, since

1982, has worked with hundreds of communities to encourage and acknowledge women in

leadership positions; the ATHENA Award program inspires the achievement of professional

excellence by honoring outstanding women leaders; and

WHEREAS, the individuals honored by such awards actively assist women in realizing

their full leadership potential; demonstrate excellence, creativity, and initiative in their business

or profession; and provide valuable public service by contributing time and energy to improve

the quality of life for others in the community; and

WHEREAS, this year's Nashville ATHENA Award winner, Mary Frances Lyle, is one

such estimable lady who evinces the qualities of courage, strength, wisdom, and harmony; and

WHEREAS, nominated by the Nashville Women's Political Caucus and selected from

among 26 nominees, Ms. Lyle was presented with the prestigious award by Nashville Mayor Bill

Purcell at the annual ATHENA Celebration at the Parthenon on March 25, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Lyle earned her Bachelor's degree in Education while raising four

children and later extended her knowledge by studying women's legal issues and earning her

law degree from Vanderbilt University Law School; and
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WHEREAS, beginning an illustrious career as a lobbyist with the Nashville Women's

Political Caucus (NWPC) in 1981, Ms. Lyle has helped to facilitate significant legislative

enactments as an advocate for women, children, and families; and

WHEREAS, during her twenty-two year tenure with the NWPC, Ms. Lyle has

successfully lobbied for legislation that allows women four months of maternity leave without

loss of seniority or benefits, defined sexual harassment for purposes of workplace conduct, and

established the Tennessee Economic Council on Women; and

WHEREAS, a founding member and the first female member of the law firm of Bruce,

Weathers, Corley, and Lyle, Ms. Lyle has received numerous accolades for her dedication to

family law, including induction as a Master Attorney into the Harry Phillips Inn of Court in 2002,

and inclusion in the Best Lawyers in America for five consecutive years; and

WHEREAS, a public-minded citizen of the highest order, Ms. Lyle is a founding member

of Project to End Abuse through Counseling and Education, an organization that works with

perpetrators of domestic violence to help eliminate repeat episodes of violence; and

WHEREAS, a consummate professional of the utmost integrity, Ms. Lyle is a former

Board member of the Nashville Bar and a member of the Tennessee Bar and the American Bar

Associations; she has also lent her support to CABLE, the American Association of University

Women, NAACP, the YWCA, WIN, and Planned Parenthood; and

WHEREAS, Mary Frances Lyle has worked assiduously to advance her community and

has been unwavering in her commitment to helping women meet their full potential; and

WHEREAS, wholly committed to the noble precepts of public service that have earned

Tennessee fame as the "Volunteer State,” Ms. Lyle should be specially recognized; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we honor and commend Mary France Lyle on her meritorious service to

the citizens of this State, congratulate her upon receiving the 2004 ATHENA Award, and extend

to her our best wishes for every future success.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


